GUIDE FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS

How to ask MPs to question South Australia’s dingo eradication policy

WHAT WE ARE ASKING YOU TO DO:

Please contact your local South Australian MP and ask them to raise questions with the Minister
for Primary Industries and Regional Development about South Australia’s eradication policy for
dingoes/wild dogs south of the Dog Fence.

You do not need to be an expert. You only need to ask for evidence, transparency and
accountability.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Start with your local House of Assembly MP.

You can find South Australian Members of Parliament and their contact details here:
https://www.parliament.sa.gov.au/en/Members/Members-Home

Ask them to put Questions on Notice to the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development. Questions on Notice are written questions asked of a Minister and answered in
writing.

You can also contact Legislative Council members, because they represent the whole state -
We highly suggest contacting Hon. Melanie Selwood & Hon. Robert Simms from the Greens SA.

WHAT TO SAY:

| am a South Australian resident and | am concerned about South Australia’s eradication policy
for dingoes/wild dogs south of the Dog Fence, especially in and around Ngarkat Conservation
Park.

| support farmers being helped to protect livestock, but | do not believe the public has been
shown clear evidence that eradication is scientifically, culturally or ecologically justified in this
landscape.

| am asking you to question the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development and
request written answers.

You can also include the screens shots of the 2018 livestock loss discrepancies from 2020 and
2022 on pages 4 and 5 of this document. We’ve highlighted the important sections for you.

BIG DESERT DINGO RESEARCH 1

GUIDE FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIANS


https://www.parliament.sa.gov.au/en/Members/Members-Home

KEY QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Before South Australia committed to eradicating dingoes/wild dogs south of the Dog
Fence, were independent population surveys completed?

How many dingoes/wild dogs are estimated to live in Ngarkat Conservation Park and
surrounding areas?

How many animals have been killed through baiting, trapping, shooting, or bounty
programs in and around Ngarkat?

How many of those animals have been genetically tested?

Has a conservation risk assessment or population viability analysis been completed
before continuing lethal controlin this landscape? If so, when was it completed?

Has the government assessed the impact of quarterly baiting in the Ngarkat area on a
small, isolated and genetically vulnerable dingo population? If so, when?

What First Nations consultation has occurred regarding the killing of dingoes in South
Australia, and in and around Ngarkat Conservation Park?

South Australian Government material has used different livestock-loss figures. In 2020,
government material stated that South Australian farmers reported losing more than
10,000 sheep to wild dogs in 2018 alone. In 2022, later government material stated that
South Australian producers were losing more than 20,000 sheep to wild dogs in 2018
alone. Which figure is correct?

What was the source of each livestock-loss figure?

Were those losses confirmed kills, producer reports, industry estimates, modelling, or a
combination?

Were the figures independently verified?

Were those figures used to justify the Dog Fence rebuild, expanded aerial baiting,
trapping, bounty programs, or South Australia’s ongoing eradication policy inside the
Dog Fence?

You do not need to list all the above questions, you can pick out a few or you can use your
own questions.
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SHORT EMAIL YOU CAN COPY
Here is a short email you can copy and paste or edit yourself.

Don’t forget to add the screenshots on pages 5 and 6 if you include questions about the 2018
livestock loss discrepancies.

Dear [MP name],

| am a South Australian resident and | am asking you to raise questions with the Minister for
Primary Industries and Regional Development about South Australia’s dingo/wild dog
eradication policy south of the Dog Fence.

Before eradication continues, | believe the public deserves clear answers about population
surveys, genetic testing, livestock-loss claims, First Nations consultation and conservation risk
assessments, especially in and around Ngarkat Conservation Park.

Please ask the Minister whether independent population surveys were completed before the
eradication policy was developed, how many animals have been killed, how many have been
genetically tested, and what evidence shows the animals being targeted are not part of the
cross-border Wilkerr/Big Desert dingo population protected in Victoria.

Please also ask the Minister to explain the different livestock-loss figures used in South
Australian Government material. In 2020, government material stated that farmers reported
losing more than 10,000 sheep to wild dogs in 2018 alone. In 2022, later government material
stated that producers were losing more than 20,000 sheep to wild dogs in 2018 alone.

Please ask which figure is correct, what the source of each figure was, whether the losses were
independently verified, and whether they were used to justify the Dog Fence rebuild, expanded
baiting, trapping, bounty programs, or the eradication policy.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request.

Kind regards,
[Your name]
[Your town or suburb]
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MEDIA RELEASE | (&%) sormans

Hon Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP
Acting Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development
Friday 7 February 2020

Changes afoot for managing wild dogs in SA

The Marshall Liberal Government is determined to remove wild dogs inside South Australia’s Dog
Fence and is consulting on policy changes to achieve this goal.

The revised policy proposes minimum baiting standards inside the Dog Fence and a declaration of
wild dogs in a 35km buffer zone outside of the fence to reduce the number of dogs reaching the
fence.

Acting Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development Dan van Holst Pellekaan said a
revised and practical wild dog management policy will ensure we have the right strategies in place
to pursue the eradication of wild dogs inside the Fence.

“Unfortunately, under the watch of the former government the wild dog population increased
dramatically,” said Acting Minister van Holst Pellekaan.

“The Marshall Liberal Government is working with industry and the Federal Government and is
determined to combine the once-in-a-generation $25 million rebuild of the dog fence and effective
strategies to remove wild dogs from inside the fence.

“Wild dogs rip nearly $89 million a year from the Australian economy as estimated by the Centre for
Invasive Species Solutions. South Australian farmers reported losing more than 10,000 sheep to
wild dogs in 2018 alone.

“Our Government is focused on improving the management of wild dogs to support the growth of
our $4.3 billion livestock sector.
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Thousands of extra aerial baits as storms
damage Dog Fence

Tuesday 15 February 2022

Thousands of extra aerial baits for wild dogs are being deployed across northern South Australia in response to damage
caused to the Dog Fence during recent heavy rainfall.

More than 250 kilometres of the Dog Fence between Coober Pedy and the Ikara/Flinders
Ranges has sustained damage with a total of 2,000 baits deployed in response to ensure wild
dogs don't migrate south. A barrier of baits has been deployed to stop wild dogs slipping
through an estimated 40 storm damaged breaches of the dog fence.

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development David Basham said recent heavy
rainfall has caused widespread damage across northern South Australia.

“Unfortunately, the Dog Fence has sustained some damage from the recent rainfall event
across northern South Australia and the extra aerial baiting will help protect our livestock
industry from the scourge of wild dogs while repair work is undertaken,” Minister Basham said.

“Wild dogs rip nearly $89 million a year from the Australian economy with South Australian
producers losing more than 20,000 sheep to wild dogs in 2018 alone.

“The State Government has a multi-pronged approach when it comes to tackling the issue of
wild dogs, the additional baiting efforts complementing the historic $25 million rebuild of the
South Austrglian Wild Dog Fence as well as trapping and bounty programs.
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